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École Archbishop MacDonald High School 
Inclusive Education Policy 

Our inclusive education policy contains information which guides our practice with respect to 
students that have specialized learning needs.  This includes teacher attitudes, beliefs and 
actions.  It also includes practices that students and teachers must follow to provide valuable 
learning experiences for all students at their level of understanding.   

This policy is based on the principles and guidelines provided in the following sources: 

• Special education needs within the International Baccalaureate Programmes - IB MYP: 
From Principles into Practice  

• Diploma Programme: From Principles into Practice  
•  Alberta Education Inclusive Education Policies 
• Katholos: Education for Life for All – Edmonton Catholic Schools 
• Severe Inclusive Special Needs: Documentation Information – Edmonton Catholic 

Schools 
 

We are committed to: 

• Providing a faith based education to all students in our school, which is designed for 
them to be successful in an inclusive classroom. 

• Using all forms of assessment (formative, summative, observations, and evaluative) to 
determine students’ level of achievement and creating an action plan to support 
students in reaching their potential. 

• Reporting to parents the current level of achievement of their children as well as the 
strategies and accommodations put in place to support their learning. 
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• Creating and implementing a PLP students who require individualized supports to be 
successful in the context of Archbishop MacDonald. 

• Informing teachers of best practices in working with students who require specialized 
supports. 

• Providing counseling and psychological services for students in need. 
• Providing workshops to students on time management, resiliency, stress management 

and study skills. 
• Educating staff on mental health issues. 
• Using technology, where appropriate, to support student learning. 

Definitions 

Edmonton Catholic Schools: Katholos 

In accordance with our District Foundation Statement, all *resident students and their 
parents/caregivers are welcomed into our schools. The Learning Team is committed to 
collaborating, identifying, applying and monitoring practices enabling all students to reach their 
potential; spiritually, socially, emotionally, physically and academically within the Programs of 
Study alongside their peers. 

(*resident student as defined by the School Act) 

Alberta Education: Setting the Direction 

In the Alberta context, inclusion means every student will be included in the greater school 
community, and will be physically placed in the setting that is best for them at a particular time, 
based on the input of all parties. Inclusion does not necessarily mean that every student 
registered in the Alberta school system will be placed in a regular classroom. Physical 
placement will be flexible and changeable, always with the student’s success in mind.  

International Baccalaureate: Special Education needs within the IB Programmes 

Inclusion is an ongoing process that aims to increase access and engagement in learning for all 
students by identifying and removing barriers.  This can only be successfully achieved in a 
culture of collaboration, mutual respect, support and problem solving.  Inclusion is the learner 
profile in action, an outcome of dynamic learning communities. 

Any inclusive environment must be effective, friendly and welcoming, healthy and protective, 
and gender-sensitive for all learners.  The development of such child-friendly learning 
environments is an essential part of the overall efforts by countries around the world to 
increase access to, and improve the quality of, their schools. 
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Student Services (10-12) 

• Learning Coach (1): 0.6 FTE ELL Designate 
• Counselors (2) 
• Grad coach 
• Psychologist (1): Partnership with Alberta Health Services. 
• Therapy Dog Services 

Responsive Services 

• Students can access support from “Student Services” at any time during the school day to 
address any issue and/or obtain supports. 

• Counsellors work collaboratively with students, parents, the school, and community as a whole 
to ensure all personal, academic and post-secondary needs are met. 

• Crisis counselling – one on one or small group counselling sessions as required. 
• Partnership with Alberta Health Services & Regional Collaborative Service Delivery. 

Developmental Guidance Instruction 

• Counsellors support students and staff on many issues including: 
o Stress and anxiety management 
o Crisis intervention 
o Student advocacy 
o Provide resources and liaise with outside agencies 
o Assist students in coping with personal problems that may impede educational 

achievement. 
• Counsellors also support career investigations, facilitate post-secondary visits, and assist with 

registration and the course selection process. 
• Counsellors support students who are applying for scholarships, write letters of reference and 

advertise applicable scholarships. 
• This is also supported through Health and Physical Education class, Health Fields courses, 

Religion classes as well as classroom meetings, guest speakers and PLTs (Personal Learning Time 
Flex Blocks). 

School Community Support  

• Student services facilitate school visits with agencies that are of interest or need to the school 
community– e.g. Edmonton Police Services, Capital Health, Sexual Assault Centre, Alberta Health 
Services, Kids Help Phone etc. 

• A full-time mental health therapist deals with high risk students in our school community and 
provides therapy sessions throughout the school year.  

• Physical Education department works collaboratively with Canadian Mental Health. 
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Individual Student Planning 

• Students services in conjunction with classroom teachers; creates Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) 
for students who requires accommodations. 

• Student services coordinates all services to support learning for English Language Learners (ELL) 
or any student who meet certain diagnostic criteria  
 Eg. Blind student, student with a learning disability. 

 

Other Student Service Initiatives 

Provide support for academic and education needs such as test writing skills, study skills, and 
organization. Regular professional development regarding learning strategies that we can provide for 
students.  

Coordinates Post-Secondary registrations and oversees appropriate programming for our students 

 Indigenous high school completion liaison and Grad coach.  The objective of this initiative is to identify 
and offer support to those students that are at risk of not completing high school. These programs are 
designed to target students in establishing a process and offer support during the three years here at 
Archbishop MacDonald.  

 Indigenous Program - the objective of this initiative is to identify and provide support to the students 
and their families within our school community. Supports may include referrals for counselling, financial 
assistance, food hampers, access to programs and fee reduction. The program is also designed to 
provide cultural activities and experiences for the students so that they can celebrate their heritage. 
Efforts are made to make these students feel welcome and a part of our school culture. 

 

Counseling General 

Counseling services works collaboratively with outside agencies to ensure appropriate supports are in 
place. 

Staff includes: 

Lisa Reeves – Department Head of Student Services and counselor  

Tracey Joy McGill - Learning Coach 

Andrea Padovani-Mair – (Student Resource Centre) S.R.C coordinator  

Kary Laplante – Counselor and Grad Coach 

Helen Grijo- Indigenous liaison 

Karen Kirkpatrick- Mental Health Therapist, Alberta Health Services 
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Special Needs Programs 

• Students requiring modifications or accommodations to the regular program work with the 
Learning Coach, Therapeutic Assistants (TA’s) (where applicable) the classroom teacher and 
parents to set up attainable goals. These goals are then transferred onto an Personal Learning 
Plan (PLP) for all stakeholders. These PLPs are modified and adjusted yearly to suit individual 
needs 

Learning Coach Coordinators  

• The Learning Coach, in coordination with classroom teachers, collaborate to develop PLPs for 
students 

 Adapted Programming 

• Students follow the prescribed curriculum for the grade, however, accommodations are 
provided so the student may participate in the program.  Examples include:  additional time, 
scribe, chunking of assignments, alternate methods of examining, use of computer, etc. 

• Once the student has been identified, a Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is developed. 
• The development of the student’s PLP is a team approaches.  The Learning Coach, classroom 

teachers, student, parents and, at times Special Education Consultants, are involved in creating 
the PLP. 

• In addition, the Learning Coach may coordinate outside agencies to assess and support student 
learning needs.  For example:  Psychologists, Medical Professionals, Speech and Language 
Therapists, Occupational Therapists, and Counselors. 

SRC - Student Resource Centre 
Archbishop MacDonald hosts a Student Resource Centre.  This has become a hub for learning, 
collaboration, studying, researching and peer tutoring.  Our student resource centre is responsible for: 

• Providing each student, the opportunity to meet with counselors for personal, academic and 
social needs. 

• Providing peer tutoring services to students in need. 
• Providing each student, a collaboration space.  The SRC has been modified in order to 

accommodate 21st century learning (integrating skills and knowledge required to adapt to the 
new and changing technologies and strategies that society is/will be presenting to them). 

• Allowing ELL students to meet with one of the learning coaches if they are in need of any 
accommodations such as extra time for exams or to check in on academic progress 

• Housing the student services team 
• Ensuring MYP and Diploma students have the best resources available to them so they can 

complete their Personal Projects, Extended Essays and other research based assessments to the 
best of their ability. 

• Ensuring students can access alternative delivery methods for most courses in order to 
accommodate special programming. 
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Identifying Students Requiring Accommodations 

 

• Continuous:   
           Teachers inform Student Services and parents of any concerns that they have with  
           student learning in their classes.   Student Services assesses if there is a need      

                  for coding and establishing an Personal Learning Plan (PLP)*. 
• March/April  

          Registration Forms are taken in both from students entering the school and  
          students presently in the school. The registration form requires students to indicate  
          any form of coding (Medical Cods, Behavioural Codes, Learning Codes or ELL). 

• April/May 
                The registration information is compiled on PowerSchool thereby identifying presently  

             coded students.  Administration uses this compiled information to create school  
             profiles** 
• August/September                      

           The School Profile is shared with the staff, to ensure awareness of the 
                  accommodations / needs required by coded students within the school. 

            The School Profile is also shared with district consultants and community  
            agencies such as the Regional Collaborative Service Delivery (RCSD) 

• September/October 
                    Together with grade level teams, Student Services compile Classroom Profiles***. 
• October/November:  

                     Personal Learning Plans (PLP)* are established and supports are  
                 actualized based on students need. 
                 School and Class Profiles as well as Individual Program Plans are formally  
                 reviewed by Student Services at each reporting period 
                (November, January, March, June). 
•  End of Semester (January / June)                   

              Teachers identify their recommendations regarding student direction for the next 
                     level.  
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*  Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) 

PLP’s are required for all students identified with Alberta Education Exceptional Student Codes 
 (40s, 50s).  Specific information and criteria for each code is available through Alberta Education’s 
Special Education Coding Criteria document which can be found on the Alberta Education website: 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/21261ea8-9bc4-

48d3-be8b-d168114e9537/download/Special-Education-Coding-Criteria-2017-18.pdf 

 

“Students must have PLPs on which, necessary accommodations are indicated, and the students must 
be receiving these accommodations in the school throughout the year.  Additionally, the 
accommodations on PLPs allow for accommodations during district and provincial examinations. 

All students can access extra time on Alberta Diploma exams as needed. 

** School Profile 

A School Profile is a compiled document indicating the students requiring coding within the school and 
the accommodations required by these students. 

***Classroom Profile 

A Classroom Profile is documentation for specific teachers who have one or more coded 
students in their classes.  The document includes the required accommodations for those 
students.  

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/21261ea8-9bc4-48d3-be8b-d168114e9537/download/Special-Education-Coding-Criteria-2017-18.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/21261ea8-9bc4-48d3-be8b-d168114e9537/download/Special-Education-Coding-Criteria-2017-18.pdf
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Schools may apply for funding according to the school’s profile and needs.  These students are 
in regular classes grades K-12, and qualify for coding in the following Alberta Education 
categories: 

•Students with Severe Disabilities (Grades K to 12) 
41 - Severe Cognitive Disability 
42 - Severe Emotional/Behavioural Disability  

* Disruptive Behaviour Disorder will NOT qualify 
43 - Severe Multiple Disability 
44 - Severe Medical/Physical Disability  

(Including Autism, Aspergers, PDD NOS - Pervasive Developmental 
Disorder, Tourettes and FAS - Fetal Alcohol Spectrum) 

45 - Deafness 
46 – Blindness 
54 – Learning Disability 
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